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The Emperor and the videodisc

By Howard Altman
Siaff Writer

KEWTON — (rver 2000 years
age, Qin Shi Huang i, the First
Emperos of China, completed the
Great Wall, instituted a unified
written language and buili a
magnificent tomb that included
over 7000 liesize terra colta
soldiers baried with the Emperor
to guard him for eternity.

Today, Simmans College pro=
fessor Ching-chih Chen | utiliz-
ing videodidc techaolagy enabl-,
irg Peer bo "store an entire lbrary
in miy coat pocket.™

By mext fall, amcient and
mopdern technologies will merge
with the completion of PROJECT
EMPEROR 1: Ching's Treasars
Hevenled via Videodise
Teckmelogy.

Thi project, Chen's brainchild,
will use modern video technology
b record e Anmlyee the excava-
tion of Ethe aféa arcand the
Emperors tomb — a :

Dr. Ching chih-Chen at her gludy on Gomm. Ave, in Nawlon.
Faul Daka pfodos
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Honal  archies] agical
Chén adhs.

"N, she mnswers, “only a
handful can go, but with the
videodise — am aggressive, ace
tive, dynainke way of providing
information, people can get bo see
the sxcavation without going to
Chilrn.™

Onee comploted, the viewer
will be trested 1o scenes reminks-
cend of the Twilight Zone. Row
upom row  of  eerie, el
soldiers guard he emperor’a
tomb, each with individon] hair
syles, unlforms, facinl expres-
sons and belts. Acoompdnying
the saldlers, srmed with what
wia then the latest in weapons
technalogy croasbows  aml
chrome-tipped spears and ar-
rows = is a cavalry made up- of
clny horses.  Considering
prevalling techaology of Hm
times, Chen says she [ in awe of
Ehse wrnrk that went Info the sile.

wite ™,

sile covering soms 1% squAre
mmdbes in the mainland sty of Lin-
Lorg.

*1 am an information
specialist,” Chen, principal in-
westligator and propect director,
snys im the computer lab/base-
ment of her Mewlon bome. 1
spacialize in new technology ap-
Mications in terms of using it as &
tool Lo dissemirnnle, ofganize and
retrieve information. What bet-
ter way o find out about the
Emperor's amazing ac
complishments than s have a
videodise st yoar fingertips.”

According to Chen, while
videodize techrology has been
aroand far evare than a decade, it
I'Illl-l untll recently, used mostly
or recreational purposes
“take-home movies Lke Satur-
day Nught Fover,™

She adds that 3000 slides,
Alrnast one howr of video or film
footage — 108,000 frames of in-
formation — can be stored on one
ridedise

U NLo pﬂlple think of & Hbrary
n terms of the print media,'
Chen snys, "'With videodisc
technology, we can use all forms

ul' media print, video, audio

nd stifl photography — (o sere
|n:'nf||uum| in & convenlent,
conpact manner.”

Chen, professor an pasocinle
Dean of the Graduste Schosd of
Library and Information Sclence
al Simmons, & overseeing the
work uf n:l.ptﬂn I|:| ithe ELe]l:Is l:l'

md fldcn:-pm@ﬂlm ="ihr is very
quick to acknowledge the cons
tribalions of her calbeagues — D,
Hobsert Stuenrt, Simmons dean
and profeasor who 18 resenrch
director [or the project aml Hus
Gant, an MIT research fellow
responsible for the technodogy.

More than just an information
project, EMPEHOR | combines
the fields of technology and ar-
chnealogy o bring the wonders of
the emporor's tomb to “ilhe
average person who can't afford
e g0 o China,' according Lo
Chen.

‘The idem for the project, Chen
sayd, came mbul 88 A way Lo
combine techialegy and ths

hamandities to give people Aopess
ta
wouldn't get because of flinancial
or practical limitntions,

“Can gverveny go see n brsdi-

infermalion they olherwias

The project is made possible by
n §200,000 grant from the Na-
tionnl Endowment for the
Humanities, Chen alse ceedits
the government of the People's
Hepublic of China for their
nsslstance.

TO00 liesize tarra cotla mdl;rn- buried with the Emperor.
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